Informer times, Cumbum was a favourite station and was by no means unhealthy. At a certain date fever began to prevail, and attracted notice in 1866, mainly, as it appears, from its attacks on local officers and their subordinates. The death-rate went on increasing, and for the six months preceding the date of the municipal report it was 10 per cent, per annum.
The accompanying details are in accordance with these facts, and more resemble those following on a great pestilence than the usual concomitants of periodic fever.
Amongst other results, residence at Cumbum had been certified medically as being dangerous to life, and the only thing that could apparently be done was to remove the station and to leave ihe people to their fate. The solution of the problem is hence as follows " From the channels falling out of repair resulted directly loss of revenue, and by an attempt at increasing the head of 'water in these leaky channels, by damming up the stream into which the drainage of the town should flow, a useful drain was turned into a pestilential morass, the sub-soil became water-logged, and evil consequences acted and re-acted. Thus the Cumbum tank was turned from a blessing to a curse upon the sickly and dying inhabitants of the place; sub-soil drainage is now a thing unknown ; the water in the wells is in many places on a level with the surface of the. ground, and in most places only a few feet below the surface. The water is, of course, a little lower in the hot weather, and this is followed by a slightly improved sub-soil drainage and a proportionally decreasing death-rate. (1867) . There was the same increased death-rate from silting up of the drainages, and tho subsequent result of improved health when the drainages were improved will, it is hoped, be experienced at Cumbum.
The importance of the case lies in its being without doubt a typical ono in India, arid as pointing out the necessity of very careful inquiries into local fever death-rates, and careful analyses of all the local facts, wherever the death-rates are above the average, due to the district. In other words, to be practically useful, sanitary statistics must deal specially with locali_ ties, and in doing eo they will best prepare work for the engineer and inspector.
